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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday Night movie night—every 
Friday except meeting nights.  Eve-
ry third Friday Happy Birthday 
night with cake and ice cream for 
members with birthdays in that 
month.    
 
November 20, Thursday  
Spokane Airport Board Meeting  9am 
SIA Executive Offices  
 
December 5, Friday 
WPA Christmas Party at Northwest 
Flight School, SIA  7pm 
 
December 12, Friday 
EAA 79 Christmas Party at the Elks 
Lodge on Robie. 
 
December 31, Wednesday 
New Years Eve Party—come ring in 
the new year at the EAA Clubhouse 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: 

RENO AIR RACES WITH PETE BLOOD  
 How lucky are we to have our own resident warbird racer me-
chanic expert?  Once again Pete Blood was in the pits for the duration of 
Reno working on some of 
the fastest piston airplanes 
in the world.  He will be 
giving us a full report this 
Friday.   Reno remains the 
premier venue for airplane 
racing.  With several clas-
ses included in the mix, 
there is something for eve-
rybody.  Pete always gives 
us a great low down on the 
entire event.  It’s the next 
best thing to being there! 

LAST MONTH’S MEETING 
       Sheldon Burt and Jack talk about the ins and outs of making a TV 
segment for Z-Nation, a se-
ries in which the good guys 
try to get the only known 
plague survivor from New 
York to California so that a 
vaccine can be made from 
his blood. Thus the need for 
Sheldon’s Zenith 701, and 
his acting as technical advi-
sor for the aviation portion 
of the segment.  Jack and 
Renee also played extras in 
full make-up and lurch.     
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ELECTION NIGHT— Its that time of year again. If you are moti-
vated and ambitious, come throw your hat into the ring.  If not, you will 
be stuck with the same officers for another year. 
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Exploring Families Visits EAA 79 
Learning Outside the Classroom  

     Exploring Families is the brain child of 
Kelly Clark who sets up local tours primary for 
kids in the Home-School programs around Spo-
kane.   

      Above, George Balazs demonstrated how a 
weight-shift aircraft is maneuvered through the 
air,  how it is constructed and its similarities 
and differences to more conventional aircraft.   

    Above, Jack explains how he got the 
idea to build a Heath Parasol, and the 
differences in his aircraft and the origi-
nal Heath.   

      Right, Marian shows the tour group 
her FlyBaby and explains why many 
EAA members build their own aircraft.  
She showed students the various compo-
nents of an aircraft and explained how 
they work together to achieve flight.   

      Left, Jack points out the differences 
in the experimental category of aircraft 
built by EAA members and the more 
prevalent certified aircraft such as Ron 
Garnes’ Cherokee.   

      The students seemed to appreciate 
the tour of EAA 79’s facility, expressed 
interest in the YE program, and said 
they would be back next summer.           
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Matt and Mark go over last minute plans for the 
maiden flight of Tyler’s RV-8 

       On Saturday, October 25, everything was finally in 
place for the first flight of Tyler’s RV-8.  Matt Perroux 
spent well over 1,000 hours of his own time working on 
updated features in the aircraft plus replacing the panel 
and canopy and painting the RV-8.  Matt also spent time 
locating all necessary paperwork so that the aircraft 
would pass FAA requirements.   
       Mark Scott, who works as an aircraft mechanic for 
MedStar and Crux, and owns his own RV-8 agreed to 
test the flight capabilities of the airplane.  Jock Olson 
(below) and others were on hand for the first flight.  All 
went according to plan with only a couple of things that 
need “tweaking”.   The aircraft will soon be on its way 
to Tyler’s parents in Texas.           



Hohner’s Corner  by 
Jack Hohner 
axama@aol.com 

The LONG EZ and 
OTHER OLD  
AIRPLANES 
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  It was around 1976 when I first learned of the 
strange looking airplane….the Varieze, and a few 
years later, the Long EZ.  Strange indeed...it had the 
tail on the wrong end of the airplane!  Of course that 
was nothing new, the Wright Brothers put it there too.  
But after 70 years of everyone putting the tail on the 
“tail end” of the airplane, certain protocols had been 
established.  But this guy, Burt Rutan, was a maverick 
and would put the tail wherever he felt like it.  Yes, 
this different shape was intriguing.  And because Sport 
Aviation was publishing an article about Burt and the 
Long EZ just about every month in the early 80’s, I 
learned it was also extremely functional and efficient.  
 Around this same time I was also working on 
my pilot’s license.  Most of my time was being logged 
in the trusty Cessna 150.  And then there was the occa-
sional ride in an old Piper Cub.  Ahh...the venerable 
Cub.  I was a young guy, and while the Cub was a fun 
little puddle jumper, I was certainly convinced it was 
long obsolete and they would soon fade into near 
oblivion.   After all, with sleek, wild and good flying 
aircraft like the Long EZ coming on the scene, why 
would anyone want an old tube and fabric relic like a 
Cub? 
 Burt Rutan wasn’t just changing the shape of 
airplanes...he was mavericking all over the place.  No 
steel tube and wood ribs covered with cloth for this 
guy for god’s sake.  No, he was building his planes out 
����������	��
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same time, while doing more of his maverick stuff,  he 
was perfecting new building techniques.  No more 
stitching your mother’s bed sheets onto a maze of 
tubes and wood sticks.  He was carving exotic shapes 
out of expanded foam blocks and covering them with 
fiberglass.   I could plainly see that the old boxy 
homebuilts were becoming a thing of the past.  Now 
you could build a sleek streamlined aircraft  with wild 
sexy lines.  And it was “E Z.”   
 And then there is the laminar flow deal.  Lami-
nar flow and tube and rag airplanes are about as much 
of an oxymoron as you can get.  Not only was he mak-
ing sleekly shaped streamlined airplanes, he was also 
making the wind slide over the surface easier. 
 What did this more efficient airplane do for  

performance?  Well, lets compare.  Our trusty Cessna 
150 with a 100 horse power O-200 engine and two  
people….on a good day you might get 100 mph.  With 
the same engine and the same two people, the Varieze 
would go 200 mph.  Hmmm, very interesting.  Now 
this wasn’t achieved by just cutting the drag in half.  To 
double the speed you have to cut the drag to one fourth 
of the C-150.  A little mathematical principle called the 
“square rule.”   
 Burt used to say when promoting the Long EZ,  
“just look at all of them at Oshkosh.  It’s because they 
fly so much farther and faster.”   
 So why hasn’t the Piper Cub become obsolete?  
Well they are designed for a different mission then the 
Long EZ.  But like the canard airplane...they do their 
mission very well.  There is actually something the Cub 
and the Long EZ have in common.  The Cub went 
through many iterations during its production.  If you 
take the PA-11 (see page 7), you have an evolved Cub 
whose designers tweaked it until they had a really 
sweet and fun to fly little plane.  Burt first designed the 
Variviggen, followed by the Varieze and then the final 
iteration….the Long EZ.  Add to it that he was very 
thorough in his testing.  He didn’t hesitate to modify 
and tweak until he had good results.   
 The Varieze design is now about 40 years old.  
As for the Cub...the math figuring out the age of it 
stumps me.  The bottom line is that a good airplane is a 
good airplane.  You can find lots of other designs just 
as old that are dead and gone.  Not because they are 
old, but because they weren’t such great planes.   As for 
Cubs….they are still being built in large numbers.  And 
for the Long EZ, well I finally got a few projects  be-
hind me and am back to work on mine. 
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Chapter Member  

Walt 
Ayers  
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�������In 1968, the same year he soloed, Walt Ayers saw the Lov-
ing’s Love airplane and fell in love himself.  He purchased the 
plans to the aircraft that year.  Forty-four years later, having 
peaked Joe Maridon’s interest in the aircraft, Joe asked Walt if he 
would like to build a Loving’s Love.  Walt figured Joe had the 
expertise and he had the plans and the strong desire.  Walt said, 
“Let’s build two.”   Joe agreed and now Felts Field has 1 ½ Lov-
ing’s Loves (soon to be two).  

       Walt was born in Oroville, California, about 70 miles north 
of Sacramento.  Walt’s dad grew up in Vermont, but joined the 
Navy after the outbreak of WWII as a heavy equipment operator.  
His mom was a nurse, and the two met during the war at the Na-
val Hospital at Oakland.  They married just after the war, and 
settled in Oroville since it was in the middle of a great deal of 
dam construction up and down California’s interior.    

        The only airplane model Walt can remember building was a 
“Phantom” P-51 with a visible fuselage and wings so that the 
builder could see how the plane worked.  He admits that he never 
finished the project, and that it was eventually thrown away.  
Walt’s first flight was when he was 16.  He had an uncle with a 
farm in Great Falls, Montana who offered him work during the 
summer.  Later, another uncle offered a flight on Western Air-
lines on the return to California.  Walt remembers the way he was 
pressed back into the passenger seat of the airplane on take-off, 
and that was the beginning of his desire to fly.  Walt started tak-
ing lessons when he was 18 and a senior in high school.  He re-
members he was renting a C-150 for $13 wet.  Walt soloed after 
six to eight hours of instruction in August of 1968.   

       Walt didn’t know exactly what he wanted to do after high 
school, but he had joined the Naval Reserve while in school and 
assumed he would join the Navy.  His dad suggested that he go to 
Butte Junior College in Oroville for one quarter just to see how 
he liked it.  Turned out he liked it very much and did well, so 
after graduation in Liberal Arts from Butte,, Walt enrolled at Cal-
ifornia State University at Chico majoring in history.  

�������Walt remembers the only thing he really wanted to do was 

��       become a Naval Officer with his first choice of jobs as that 
of Naval Aviator.  However, since it was found that his eye sight 
was 20/30, that was not an option.  Walt continued in the Naval 
Reserves, and after graduation from Chico with a BA degree he 
joined the Navy.  His first stop was Newport Naval Station at 
Newport, Road Island for training.  It was there that he met his 
future wife Liz who had joined the Navy as a nurse.     

       At Newport Walt says he learned a little bit of everything 
expected of a naval officer, including celestial navigation and 
engineering, to become a “Line Officer”.  Walt’s first base after 
training was San Diego where he was in an amphibious Seabee 
Battalion.  One of his most memorable assignments was cleaning 
up Pearl Harbor.  He says it was amazing how much debris was 
still in the harbor after WWII.  Walt spent a total of six years ac-
tive duty in the Navy before deciding he wanted to explore other 
options.  In 1979 Walt and his wife moved to Spokane, and Walt 
enrolled in Gonzaga Law School. 

       During his time at Gonzaga Walt had the opportunity to work 
with Prosecutor Don Brockett, one of Spokane’s best known 
prosecutors.  Walt says it was very interesting and he came to 
have a high opinion of Brockett.  It was also very valuable experi-
ence to take into his time as a prosecutor himself.     

        �������In 1981 Walt and his family moved to Las Vegas where 
he took a job in the Las Vegas District Attorney’s Office.  He 
worked there for the next nine years, being involved in such inter-
esting cases as the, “Hole in the Wall Gang”.  He was then hired 
by the Federal Government to work on the, “Organized Crime 
Strike Force” at the U.S. Attorney’s Office which at that time was 
investigating mafia ties to gambling in Las Vegas.  Walt stayed at 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 10 years when he was hired by the 
Nevada System of Higher Education to handle civil litigation as 
an attorney.  He says he was surprised at the areas of law in 
which the universities became involved including entertainment, 
constitutional law, contracts, employment law, and medical law.  
Walt worked for the higher education system for ten years, retir-
ing in 2011.    

       After years of working, raising two sons and life, Walt began 
flying again in 1997, and obtained his pilot’s license in 1998.  Liz 
and Walt met Joe and Betty Maridon in 2003 at an EAA Christ-
mas Party in Las Vegas.  This added to his overall interest in avi-
ation.  Walt currently owns a 1969 M20C Mooney Ranger.            

        �Walt and Liz returned to Spokane in 2011, and in 2012 Walt 
and Joe decided to build two Loving’s Love airplanes.  Some of 
the wood for the airplanes was obtained from Skeeter Carlson’s 
accumulation, and was rough-cut, aircraft grade Spruce that was 
40-50 years old.  They started by Walt building the ribs and Joe 
working on the metal parts.  Joe’s airplane is nearly flyable, 
though he is not estimating “air” date, and Walt hopes his will fly 
in 2015, though he is also not setting a date.  

         Walt has his pilot’s license and his instrument ticket.  He 
belongs to the EAA, WPA, AOPA, SATA and a number of legal 
organizations.  One of Walt’s sons lives in Spokane and is talking 
his dad into opening a law office together.  Will that be Ayers and 
Ayers or Got Ayers or Catch Ayers?  Only time will tell.                               
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Greetings to those of you that have decided to stick it 
out in the north latitudes for winter and work on your 
project. Last month we covered some info on aircraft 
bolts, so I thought it worth a moment to give equal time 
to the electrical side of things. 

 

Stronger: Aircraft quality solderless terminals conform 
to MS25036 and MIL-T-7928 aircraft specifications, 
whereas other solderless terminals meet weaker UL 
486A. One difference is in the force required to break or 
separate the terminal from the conductor. Notice that the 
aircraft terminal has more metal at the crimp. For exam-
ple, a 18 gauge (red) terminal manufactured to MIL-T-
7928 Class 2 has a minimum tensile strength of 38 lbs. 
whereas UL are only required to meet 20 lbs.  
 
Vibration Resistant: Aircraft vibrate so it's important 
to support the wire close to but separate from the wire 
crimp to avoid failure. The longer metal sleeve is de-
signed to be crimped to the wire insulation. This is 
called an 'insulation crimp' and provides strain relief. 
The insulation crimp on the wire connector prevents vi-
bration of the wires where they leave the crimp. Any 
flexing of the copper wires, hardeness the wires and re-
sults in breakage and a failed connection. The wire insu-

lation needs to be cut back the proper length to 
achieve this crimping of the wire and insulation. Al-
so, the right crimping tool (MIL-DTL-22520) is re-
quired for aircraft specification crimps. The insula-
tion crimp prevents vibration and wire movement 
from stressing the crimped wire and the copper wires, 
hardens the wires and results in breakage and a failed 
connection. The wire insulation needs to be cut back 
the proper length to achieve this crimping of the wire 
and insulation. Also, the right crimping tool (MIL-
DTL-22520) is required for aircraft specification 
crimps.  
 
Two crimps������������	�����
���
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hold the insulation. Shown below the yellow dot is 
the wire crimp and the red dot shows the insulation 
crimp. Each crimp is formed to its own size and 
shape. Notice the insulation crimp on the right is 
formed around the insulation so it supports and grabs 
the insulation without crushing it. The insulation 
crimp prevents vibration and wire movement from 
stressing the crimped wire and improves safety.  
 
Better Electrical Contact: MIL wire connectors also 
have multiple 'V' grooves inside the barrel to help 
grip the aircraft wire. These grooves also help break-
up the tin plating upon crimping. This exposes clean 
copper to the wires and assures a low resistance con-
nection. Making a more reliable electrical connection. 

MS25036 terminals are double crimped. Yellow dot is 
the wire crimp. Red dot shows the insulation crimps. 
 
Safer: No solder required or desired. Boeing doesn't 
allow you to crawl throughout their aircraft manufac-
turing line with a hot soldering iron. No electrical 
danger, no burn danger. 
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Less Corrosion: No solder flux means less corrosion 
potential. 
 
Fewer crimp errors: Crimp connector tool forms both 
crimps at the same time. The ratchet handle will not 
open and release the terminal until it is fully squeezed. 
This prevents undercrimps. MIL-DTL-22520 tools come 
with a calibrating GO-NO-GO tool that verifies the 
proper crimp diameter. No operator guessing as how 
much to crimp the terminal.  
Ratchet style crimper does both crimps at once 
MIL-DTL-22520 crimp connector tool can be purchased 
fromwww.sacskyranch.com or by calling 800-433-3564. 
"The crimp on terminal lugs and splices must be in-
stalled using a high quality ratchet-type crimping tool" 
Quote from AC43.13-1B Chg. 1 11-69.  
 
     These tools are qualified to MIL-DTL-22520 are to 
be used for crimping terminal lugs. These tools crimp 
the barrel to the conductor, and simultaneously form the 
insulation support to the wire insulation. Most hobby 
shop tools do not perform  
   

Well, that’s about all the space I’ll take up in the news-
letter this month, but more can be found on this subject 
in aviation maintenance publications.  

Don’t let your prop wash freeze,  Bill Abel   EAA79   
TC/FA 

 

 

 

BILL ABEL GETS A NEW AIRPLANE! 
 A Piper PA-11 owned by Skeeter Carlson 
was recently acquired by Bill.  This plane has some 
long and interesting history…(don’t all of 
Skeeter’s?)  Bill even shared in some of that history. 
A week ago Sunday, chapter members chipped in 
and helped Bill take it apart, load it up on a trailer 
and move it to his hangar at the Rosalia airport.   
Once again in the loving hands of Bill, this Cub is 
going to enjoy its second life. 
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HALLOWEEN WAS A FRIGHT NIGHT 

Upper left, John  
Beecher finds a  
unique method of  “breaking” the balls for a new game 
of pool.   
 
Upper right, Spencer Bogarosh shows off  authentic 
Skeeter Carlson World War II duds in front of the Fly 
Baby he is rebuilding.   
 
Left, Jack, Renee and   John show up as hard riding 
cow persons while Marian as Sister Sarah tries to keep 
the group in line.  With a carved and lit pumpkin and 
Twilight Zone episodes the group enjoyed hobnobbing 
with all the bad gremlins and goblins. 

The two best 
dressed guys 
at the SATA 
meeting mod-
eling their 
flight jackets. 

The hit TV 
show   “Z    
NATION’S” 
latest star… 
Sheldon Burt 
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Chrysta and her mother Julie learn from Jack about 
plotting a course, while correcting for wind, on an aero-
nautical navigation map.  Chrysta is a YE working on a 
school assignment about Amelia Emhart, flying and 


